
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NEWS AND NOTES 



MEMPHIS FOLLOWS SUIT 

On April 22 the English teachers of the Central High School of 
Memphis, Tenn., organized an association to which principals and 
eighth-grade teachers as well as high-school teachers are eligible. The 
association applied at once for membership in the National Council, and 
the secretary, Miss Mary V. Little, writes most earnestly of the interest 
of the members in the new movement and of their appreciation of 
the English Journal. 

THE MISSOURI MEETING 

The eleventh semiannual meeting of the Missouri Society of Teachers 
of English and Modern Languages was held May 4 at Columbia. The 
program for the English Section was a general discussion of the ques- 
tion: How can the university and the secondary school be of more 
help to each other? The speakers from the secondary schools were 
Dr. Clarence Stratton, Central High School, St. Louis, Miss Erma R. 
Bishop, Jefferson City, R. B. Miller, Soldan High School, St. Louis, 
and Miss Josephine Norville, Chillicothe. The speakers from uni- 
versities were John B. Lowes, Washington University, St. Louis, and 
H. M. Belden, A. H. R. Fairchild, and Raymond D. Miller, of the Uni- 
versity of Missouri. 

The officers elected are: President, C. B. Goddard, Yeatman High 
School, St. Louis; Vice-President, English Division, E. R. Barrett, State 
Normal School, Kirksville; Vice-President, German Division, J. D. 
Radke, Manual Training High School, Kansas City; Vice-President, 
Romance Division, Charles Collins, Soldan High School, St. Louis; 
Secretary-Treasurer, V. C. Coulter, State Normal School, Warrensburg. 
The society voted to affiliate with the National Council. 



ALABAMA 

The English teachers of Alabama met at Birmingham, April 5, in 
connection with the State Teachers' Association. The following papers 
were read: The Teaching of English as a Character-forming Agency," 
by W. A. Sutton, of the Clay County High School at Ashland; "An 
Outline of the High-School Course in Literature and Composition," by 
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R. C. Johnston, of Huntsville; "To What Extent Should the Course 
in English Make Use of Pupils' Reading?" by Miss Lillian Odom, of 
Decatur; "Books and Periodicals That Will Help the English Teacher," 
by J. W. Simpson, of Ensley. These were followed by five-minute 
talks on "Theme Criticism," by C. C. Certain, of the Central High 
School of Birmingham; "Encouraging the Reading Habit," by Miss 
HarrietteBrogden, of the Bibb County High School; and "The Place of 
the History of Literature in the High School," by Miss Jeanette Simpson, 
of the Florence Normal School. 



THE CAMPAIGN IN KANSAS 

The Kansas Association is making great strides. The officers are 
conducting a vigorous campaign, as the following letter, which prefaces a 
statement of the plans for their next meeting, will indicate: 

If you are an English teacher in any school, or a supervisor of English 
teaching, or in any other way interested in English teaching, please examine this 
circular carefully, and then come to the aid of the general movement herein 
explained for bettering the conditions and results of English teaching, by carry- 
ing out as many as possible of the suggestions made below. This movement 
is commanding the attention of the entire country, and Kansas has already 
had some share in it. 

1. Join the Kansas Association of English Teachers, sending name and 
membership fee to the secretary-treasurer. 

2. Subscribe for the English Journal at the special members' rate, sending 
subscription through the secretary-treasurer. The publication of the Journal 
is a part of the general movement referred to; it is the only periodical in its 
field in the country, and the most valuable and important part of the work done 
here and in other states will be reported in it. To be a subscriber or to have 
opportunity to read it will be almost indispensable to all who are interested 
in the general advancement of English; it will touch the work and interests 
of all schools, and be open for the discussion of any topic or the presentation 
of any matter that interests any English teacher. 

3. Where individual subscriptions are not offered, arrange if possible to 
have one copy made available at a school or city library where all teachers may 
see it. All subscriptions may begin with the January number, insuring files 
complete from the beginning. 

4. Call the matter of this circular, but one copy of which is sent to a place, 
to the attention of others, teachers or officers, individually, or if there is oppor- 
tunity, at a general teachers' meeting, so that action on these requests may be 
as immediate and general as possible. Take especial pains to see that the 
matter comes to the attention of teachers and supervisors of elementary schools. 
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5. Send to the president of the Association as to details of the organiza- 
tion not yet perfected, and as to work that needs first to be done. 

6. Send topics for the program of the November meeting of the Association 
at Topeka (the English Round Table). In particular, name topics relating 
to one or more of the eight grades, or name teachers or others who can effect- 
ively represent any one or more of the grades, selecting their own topics. 
Please act quickly, addressing the president. 

7. Make the November meeting of the Association the largest and most 
profitable gathering of English teachers ever known in this state, by coming 
and by seeing that everybody else comes, and by taking an active part in the 
business to be done and in planning further work to be undertaken. 

Don't forget the membership and the Journal. Do all you can, and do 
it as soon as you can, to make the new organization a power for better things. 

Yours very sincerely, 

The Executive Committee 



ENGLISH CONFERENCES AT THE NATIONAL EDUCATION 

ASSOCIATION 

On Wednesday, July 10, at 9 a.m., the English Round Table of the 
Department of Secondary Education will meet to consider "Ways and 
Means of Increasing the Effectiveness of Instruction in English Com- 
position." The topics and speakers will be as follows: (a) "Vocational 
Themes," Jesse B. Davis, principal of the Central High School, Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; (b) "Oral Work," Eleanor Sheldon, State Normal 
School, Oshkosh, Wis., Mary E. Courtenay, Englewood High School, 
Chicago; (c) "Laboratory Periods," Samuel E. Conybeare, Washington 
High School, Grand Rapids, la. 

On Thurdsay, July 11, at 9:30 a.m., a special joint session of the 
Departments of Higher Education, Normal Schools, and Secondary 
Education will be held. The general topic will be "The Significance 
of Recent Investigations in the Field of English." Edwin M. Hopkins, 
of the University of Kansas, will present the latest results of his investi- 
gation of the labor of theme-reading. He will be followed by Harry G. 
Paul, of the University of Illinois, and John M. Clapp, of Lake Forest 
College, on " Methods of Amelioration." James F. Hosic, of the Chicago 
Teachers College will report "Progress in Articulating School and 
College, " and Vincil C. Coulter, of Warrensburg (Mo.) Normal School, 
will present pertinent facts concerning "Equipment for School and 
College Work in English." The conference will close with a discussion 
of current investigations, their methods and value. 
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THE DARTMOUTH CONFERENCE 

For several years Dartmouth College has followed the custom 
of holding annually a conference of the college department and the 
secondary schools of New Hampshire and bordering states. 

The general topic for discussion has varied from year to year, 
beginning in May, 1901, with English. After ten successive conferences 
on various branches, the college held on May 16, 17, and 18, 1912, its 
second discussion of the general subject of English teaching. 

A glance at the program which is summarized below indicates 
the breadth and thoroughness of the work accomplished. The spirit 
of friendly co-operation and helpfulness was the dominant tone of the 
conference. And this was created, not merely in the convention hall, 
but in the social mingling which Professor Emery and the other members 
of the English department encouraged. 

The principal addresses of the conference were as follows: "Public 
Speaking in the Secondary School," John W. Wetzel, Yale University; 
"Debating in the Secondary School," James A. Winans, Cornell Uni- 
versity; "Relative Emphasis upon Composition and Literature in 
Secondary-School Teaching," James Tufts, Phillips Academy, Exeter; 
"The College Entrance Requirements in English," Charles Swain 
Thomas, Newton, Mass.; "The Necessity of Elementary Correctness," 
Fred A. Smart, Tilton Seminary; "Poetry in the High School," Curtis 
H. Page; "Shakespeare in the High School," Earl L. Bradsher. Pro- 
fessor C. W. Winchester of Wesleyan University lectured in the evening 
on "The English Lakes and Their Poets." 



THE NEW JERSEY ASSOCIATION 

The second meeting of the Association of Teachers of English of 
New Jersey was held May 18 in the Newark Library building, with 
seventy-five members present. The speaker of the day was State 
Commissioner Calvin N. Kendall, who addressed the teachers on the 
demands made upon English teachers, their needs, and certain methods 
of instruction. He touched upon the restricted conditions under which 
English teachers work, their obligations in teaching literature, their 
attitude toward periodical literature and the stage, some essentials in 
composition, and the independence they should maintain in considering 
their pupils' needs, rather than the demands of college entrance. His 
address was listened to with the greatest interest, for it was evident 
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that the State Commissioner had strong sympathy for the English 
teacher, and live convictions as to what should be done. 

Reports from the Committees on Membership, Uniform Grammatical 
Nomenclature, and Conditions of Teaching were read and discussed. 
The first one has on hand a vigorous campaign for members; the second 
presented a sensible schedule of uniformity to be acted upon later, and 
the third also has in mind extensive plans for collecting all data available 
to make clear to all the teachers of the state the conditions under which 
all are working, and propositions for improving them. 

Mr. David Magie's resignation from the Executive Committee was 
accepted, and Mr. C. H. Raymond, of the Lawrenceville School, was 
elected in his place. The association likewise voted unanimously to 
become collective members of the National Council, making the English 
Journal its organ. They realize the importance of the place and work 
of the Council, approve of its policies, and feel that they want some 
share in its proceedings. 

After transacting some matters of minor importance, the meeting 
adjourned — a most interesting and enthusiastic occasion. 

J. MlLNOR DOREY 

Tbenton, N.J. 

The meetings of the Library Section of the National Education 
Association will comprise two morning sessions held Monday, July 8, 
and Thursday, July n, and a round table, to be held Friday afternoon, 
July 12. Mr. Legler, of the Chicago Public Library, will address the 
Monday morning session on "Affiliation of Library and School." The 
representative of the American Library Association, Mr. Bostwick, of 
the St. Louis Public Library, will speak at one of the general evening 
sessions, and at the Thursday morning meeting. The round table, 
Friday afternoon, will be an informal meeting. Such topics as " Courses 
in Children's Literature," "Cultural and Inspirational Reading for 
High-School Pupils," "Instruction in Use of Books and Libraries," 
"Debate Work," "Use of Newspapers and Periodicals," "Care of Such 
Material as Farmers' Bulletins, Pictures, Clippings, Postal Card Col- 
lections, Lantern Slides, etc.," "How the Library Can Aid in the Choice 
of a Vocation," will be discussed. An exhibit of material interesting 
to both teachers and librarians is being arranged. Important committee 
reports will be read. Miss J. A. Hopkins will give an account of the new 
course in library methods for teachers to be offered at Pratt Institute 
next year. All the meetings will be held at the Chicago Public Library. 



388 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

IS IT WORTH THE COST? 

The report of the Committee on Composition, of which Professor 
Hopkins is chairman, has passed into the ninth edition. Copies of the 
report have been distributed in most of the North Central states and in 
New England, and interest in the investigation is increasing. According 
to the figures so far obtained, the annual teaching cost of English for 
each pupil as compared with other subjects is as follows: English about 
seven dollars a year; mathematics, 10 per cent more; German, 25 per cent 
more; history a trifle less; Latin, 40 per cent more; science about 100 
per cent more. The average number of pupils to a teacher is in English 
130; in mathematics, 115; in history, 130; in German, 86; in Latin, 
96; in science, 77. The equipment for science costs about ten times as 
much for each pupil as in the case of English. If the number of English 
teachers in the schools were doubled, the pro rata cost of instruction 
would still be much less than for science. The committee ask very 
pertinently whether the value of science instruction is so great and that 
of English so small that this disparity is justified, or whether English 
should not be recognized at once for what it is, a laboratory subject, 
and be provided with adequate equipment and teaching force. 



